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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 5th JANUARY 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Steve Sandercock

In attendance
Three members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and wished everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies - Councillor David Daniells, Councillor Courtney Walters. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: Cllr L. Fishleigh - item 8.4.
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
Two members of the public were in attendance in relation to Planning Application PA25/06850 – Yellow on the Broom.  The Chairman advised they could speak at item 6.3.   

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 1st December 2025 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 1st December 2025 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
None.

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1        PA25/08719 – Batten Mill, Mill Lane, North Hill – Listed building consent to re roof property – comments submitted on the 17th December 2025 to confirm North Hill Parish Council had no objection as works needed to be carried out to prevent loss of historic fabric -  This was noted for information.    
6.2        PA25/09208 – Land North West of Clampit Farm, Linkinhorne – Construction of general purpose agricultural building and stone access track and stone hard standing – no site visit arranged due to nature of the application -  It was agreed that as this was an agricultural application a site visit was not needed.  Clerk would submit comments to confirm that North Hill Parish Council had no objection to the application subject to the condition that it is used for agricultural purposes only.  
6.3       PA25/06850 – Yellow on the Broom, Blythes Farm, North Hill, PL15 7PG - Application for Permission in Principle for construction of dwellings (minimal number 4, maximum number 9) – email received to request an agree, disagree or request a referral to planning committee – clerk submitted the general consensus which was to refer to planning committee, one Councillor was required to attend – Debate took place regarding the application and evidence was provided of two previous applications that had been refused, one in 1986 which went to appeal following refusal and was turned down following appeal and a further application in 2010 which was again refused.  One member of the public raised concerns in relation to there being no pavements and how dangerous this was already for pedestrians without additional buildings being erected.  
Resolved that Councillor Adrian Parsons would speak with the Principle Development Officer with a view to the case potentially being referred to planning committee.  The clerk would ensure both members of the public were kept updated.  One Councillor was willing to compile a report and attend the committee meeting if it was agreed that this would proceed.  
     
Two members of the public left the room.    
   
7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
7.1     PA25/09279 – Ring O Bells, Glubhole Lane, North Hill, North Hill, PL15 7PQ – Listed building consent for alterations and repair works, including replacement of windows throughout the house, replacement of heating system and radiators – North Hill Parish Council discussed the application and resolved that this was listed building consent for improvements to a listed building therefore did not feel a site visit was required as it was essential works.  There was no objection to the application as it was agreed the building needed to be preserved.  

Councillor Adrian Parsons entered the room and gave apologies for being late. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To note for information an increase of £1.00 per month for bank charges due to commence on the 1st February 2026 taking the cost from £6.00 to £7.00 per month: 
This was noted for information.
8.2     To consider / resolve compliance with Assertion 10 by change of email addresses and adoption of Data protection Policy: 
The clerk detailed the need for some changes in order to comply with Assertion 10 to ensure website accessibility, appropriate email addresses, data management and transparency.  Cllr R. Randall stated that TEEC had already confirmed the website was WCAG 2.2 AA compliant.
Resolved that although North Hill Parish Council are unlikely to qualify for an external audit in 2026 they would do at some point therefore it was proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr R. Randall to proceed to a .org email address for all Councillors.  The clerk would proceed and start this process. 
The Data Protection Policy was read and agreed by all.
Resolved that The Data Protection Policy be agreed and adopted, proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr R. Randall with all in favour.  A copy would be placed on the website.  

One member of the public leaves the room.

8.3     To receive an update from one Councillor in relation to North Hill Parish’s emergency planning procedures:  
Cllr R. Hudson gave an update regarding North Hill’s emergency planning procedures to state that the document was ready, he was just collating a list of emergency numbers.
8.4     To consider / resolve whether to make a donation from CIL funds to Coads Green Village Hall towards their play area:  
Cllr L. Fishleigh left the room.
The clerk gave an overview of the CIL funds to confirm that there was currently £5004.91 left.  Debate took place as the recent CIL funds following development in North Hill had been put towards the play area in North Hill therefore it was fair that a portion of the CIL funds received from the development in Coads Green be put towards Coads Green play area.  
Resolved that it was proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr C. Dennis with all in favour £1,500 would be donated to Coads Green Village Hall towards a new basket ball court.  
Cllr L. Fishleigh returned to the room.
8.5     To consider / resolve submitting an expression of interest to CHIP for speed management in Middlewood / Berrio bridge: 
The Chairman shared a petition with forty-three names on it, all residents of Middlewood who were seeking a proposed speed reduction on the B3254 from Berrio Bridge running through Middlewood, past Beech Cottage and up to the Middlewood sign.  This was due to significant risks to motorists, pedestrians and animals due to six blind bends and the absence of footpaths on this stretch of road which was currently a 60mph limit.  

One member of the public returns to the room.

The petition was discussed as although it had a significant number of signatures, it did not currently meet the criteria for consideration by Cornwall Highways as it was not considered to be a “significant sized village”.  Furthermore, as it had six blind corners on a short stretch, most people did slow down.  Bathpool however, was considered to be a significant sized village and met the criteria for consideration by Cornwall Highways to have 30mph signs. 
Resolved that it was proposed by Cllr S. Sandercock and seconded by Cllr H. Budge that the clerk would submit an Expression of Interest to Cornwall Highways for 30mph signs to be placed at Bathpool.  In relation to Middlewood the concern did remain that it was hazardous to walk therefore Cllr A. Parsons would contact Cornwall Highways to see if statistical evidence of the average speeds driving through Middlewood could be obtained.  Cllr H. Budge would contact the police to request they ascertain if a viable area could be approved for Community Speed Watch to take place with a view to progressing this forward in another way. 
8.6     To consider / resolve sharing your views regarding Cornwall’s bus services: 
The Chairman read the email received requesting Parish Council’s submit their responses to the survey being offered by the Department of Transport.  It was agreed that in general the Parish of North Hill was well served with bus services, only one query was raised, the number 78 which used to go to Liskeard Train Station, thus allowing individuals access to Plymouth etc, was no longer going down there but went to Liskeard Hospital and then the town centre which was too far to walk for some individuals down to the station.  
Resolved that the clerk would submit the information discussed to the survey within the deadline date of 18th January 2026.  
8.7     To consider / resolve any response to National grid who are required to replace some apparatus at Congdon’s Shop Green, registered common land: 
The letter was shared with full Council and it was confirmed that verbal communication had already taken place between the Chairman, the clerk and National Grid.  This was essential works and could proceed.  It was noted for information.   
8.8     To receive email in relation to the 20mph speed limit and consider any response:
The email was shared with all in agreement.  It was again raised that one member of the public had previously request the new 20mph sign be moved up the hill slightly at Waycross Crossroads in order to cover the last house.  
Resolved that the clerk would again contact Highways to raise this as no response had been received following the last request.
8.9     To consider / resolve whether to make the annual £20.00 donation to the host of the defibrillator at Bathpool:
Resolved that it was proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr C. Dennis that the clerk proceed and purchase a £20.00 Marks and Spencer voucher for the annual hosting of the defibrillator at Bathpool.  
  
9.       TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
9.1     To consider / resolve putting the cemetery path works out to tender as agreed at the August 2025 meeting:
Resolved that the clerk would create a tender advert and return it to the next meeting for agreement to obtain further quotes for the works required to lay a path from the car park to the cemetery.  The clerk would also contact the provider of the granite posts as these had been paid for but not yet delivered, to confirm a delivery date.       

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for December 2025 and to receive December 2025 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, dd)
ii) £703.12 (Lena Batten, Salary Dec)
iii) £43.64 (room rent)  
iv) £149.87 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax Dec)    
v) £25.00 (Royal British Legion, wreath donation)
vi) £13.98 (magnets for noticeboards, Amazon)
vii) £42.00 (planning training)             
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr A. Parsons and seconded Cllr R. Hudson with all in favour.  
10.2    Receipts:  
i) £339.00 (Cornwall Council, grant maintenance of St Torney’s Church)
ii) £660.23 (Cornwall Council, grant maintenance of footpaths)
Receipts were noted for information.
10.3   To receive December 2025 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 31st December 2025 £17,667.08. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr L. Fishleigh as correct and the Chairman signed the bank statement.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for December 2025 proposed by Cllr R Randall and seconded by Cllr A. Parsons with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall confirmed that North Hill Parish Council had currently expended 84% of the budget which was slightly over the 75% it should be however VAT and footpath maintenance grant was yet to be claimed.    

12.    To review monthly RAG:
12.1 The Monthly RAG sheet was sent to Councillors for information:
Highways regarding the dangerous parking on the junction into North Hill Village Hall – No update – item would be removed from the RAG.  
Hedgerows  - Email sent to Highways on the 2nd October to request when hedges would be cut back.  Email response received on the 4th October to state “we will undertaken an inspection and now that it is September and the bird nesting restrictions had been lifted we would inspect and then serve notice to cut on the landowners as necessary, if you have any particular locations of concern, then please let me know and I can then check that we have served notice to cut.”  Areas of concern have been forwarded.  No update given as of the 24th November 2025 – clerk will ask for any progress. 
Water on the road at Port Lane – Highways had confirmed that as soon as they had an available resource, they would arrange for some further investigation works to take place. 

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Councillor Adrian Parsons reported that a balanced draft budget for Cornwall that will see investment in the services that are critical for residents will now go out for public consultation following its consideration by Cornwall Council's Cabinet committee this morning.
Among the measures included in the draft proposals for 2026/27 are:
•	Over £36m in our Together for Families services in 2026/27, which not only addresses the overspend during 2025/26, but also provides investment;
•	Over £37m to continue the transformation of our adult social care services, providing better care delivered in the right place at the right time;
•	£8m investment to protect delivery of core frontline services including waste and regulatory services;
•	£9m invested to support transport, housing, economic growth and environmental services across Cornwall;
•	£3m investing and improving our fire services capability.
Despite a challenging financial backdrop and a continuing rise in demand for the services Cornwall Council provides, we are presenting a balanced and responsible draft budget, for public consultation.  
“It is a draft budget and Medium-Term Financial plan that is honest about the pressures Cornwall faces but firmly focused on the future, protecting the services our residents rely on most.  
“For the first time in a decade, Government has provided local authorities with a multi-year financial settlement. We have used this opportunity to produce Cornwall’s first Comprehensive Spending Review, including a draft budget which is balanced over every year of the three years of the Medium-Term Financial Plan. 
“This is a major turning point for Cornwall Council. It gives us stability, it allows us to plan ahead, and it will help us continually improve our services, so they will be more efficient and more responsive to people’s needs.”  Alongside the investments are plans to reduce spending through efficiencies and modernising working practices.  The cabinet are proposing savings of around £50m in 2026/27 - rising to a total of £133m over the full three-year period.  “These savings will come from adapting and improving the way we work, from generating more income where appropriate, and from transforming the way services are delivered.   “They will not come from endlessly chipping away at frontline services, but from a transformation programme that will help us modernise and redesign how we work, making more and better use of data and technology so we can ensure every pound is spent wisely.”
The draft budget will now go out for public consultation from December 29 to January 27.  You will be able to read more on the plans and have your say at letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk.
Tamar Bridge
It was disappointing that the Tamar Bridge committee agreed to the recommendation to increase the standing charge for the Tamar Bridge toll from 80p a month to £2. A meeting is taking place in the next week when it’s hoped this will be reviewed and reduced.
Issues with flooding and blocked drains were a cause for a number of complaints in early December, this has been replaced with ice and lack of gritting recently. Again our roads are deteriorating in condition but we must just ensure we do what we can to get our fair share of the budget for this area!

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
None.  

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 2nd February 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.25pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

